
Wednesday      1st April    Passion Tide..  
 

Collect 
Most merciful God, 

who by the death and resurrection of your Son  

Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading 
Daniel 3.14–20, 24–25, 28 
A reading from the book of Daniel 
Nebuchadnezzar said to them, ‘Is it true, O Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my 

gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I 

have set up? Now if you are ready when you hear the 

sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and 

entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the 

statue that I have made, well and good. But if you do 

not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a 

furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will 

deliver you out of my hands?’ 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the 

king, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to 

present a defence to you in this matter. If our God 

whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace 

of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him 

deliver us. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that 

we will not serve your gods and we will not worship 

the golden statue that you have set up.’ 

Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face was 

distorted. He ordered the furnace to be heated up 

seven times more than was customary, and ordered 

some of the strongest guards in his army to bind 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw 

them into the furnace of blazing fire. 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose 

up quickly. He said to his counsellors, ‘Was it not 

three men that we threw bound into the fire?’ They 

answered the king, ‘True, O king.’ He replied, ‘But I 

see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the 

fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has the 

appearance of a god.’ Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Blessed 

be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

who has sent his angel and delivered his servants 

who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s 

command and yielded up their bodies rather than 

serve and worship any god except their own God. 

 

Gospel 
John 8.31–42 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
John 
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, 

‘If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will make you free.’ They answered him, ‘We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves 

to anyone. What do you mean by saying, “You will be 

made free”?’ 

Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, everyone 

who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not 

have a permanent place in the household; the son 

has a place there for ever. So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed. I know that you are 

descendants of Abraham; yet you look for an 

opportunity to kill me, because there is no place in 

you for my word. I declare what I have seen in the 

Father’s presence; as for you, you should do what 

you have heard from the Father.’ 

They answered him, ‘Abraham is our father.’ Jesus 

said to them, ‘If you were Abraham’s children, you 

would be doing what Abraham did, but now you are 

trying to kill me, a man who has told you the truth 

that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 

You are indeed doing what your father does.’ They 

said to him, ‘We are not illegitimate children; we 

have one father, God himself.’ Jesus said to them, ‘If 

God were your Father, you would love me, for I came 

from God and now I am here. I did not come on my 

own, but he sent me. 

 
Additional Collect 
Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 


