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Recognising that children often outgrow their clothes long before they 
are worn out Revd Alex Mann decided that some re-using and recycling 
could take place so as the school summer holidays began Revd Alex 
collected many items of unwanted school uniform and children’s clothing. 
After approaching Heath Primary School, a temporary distribution centre 
was set up in front of the school on Wednesday mornings. Anyone who 
needed the uniform and clothes was welcome to go along and take what 
they needed. The photograph was taken on a very warm Wednesday 
the 12th August. Revd Alex said ‘the response has been very positive 
– even in this heat! We set up the free school uniform and children’s 
clothing stalls on Heath School playground and with the Parish Council 
outside the pavilion. We are very grateful to both organisations who have  
welcomed us to partner with them whilst they were giving out food. 

Derby Cathedral to 
receive £270,000  
Recovery Fund 
grant

Heath and Holmewood Community Action

Safe Spaces launched
The Church of England has launched ‘Safe Spaces’, 
an online and telephone service to help survivors 
and victims of abuse carried out by clergy or church 
officers, however long ago it happened.

Victim Support, a national charity with a track record 
of providing survivor support, has been commissioned 
to run the service. It will run initially for two years.

Safe Spaces comprises a team of trained support 
advocates, who have undergone specialist training in 
supporting survivors of sexual violence and who have 
received additional specific training in how the  
churches respond to abuse cases, the way in which 
faith and church-related settings have been used to 
carry out abuse, and the particular issues affecting 
people who have had or still have, a relationship with 
the church.

The service is for those who may have experienced 
any form abuse, including sexual abuse, physical 
abuse, financial abuse, psychological abuse  
(including spiritual abuse), domestic abuse, coercive 
and controlling behaviour.

To access support,  
visit www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk.

Derby Cathedral has been awarded a grant 
of £270,800 to cover overheads, IT and 
digital resources and Personal Protective 
Equipment required as a result of COVID. 
The Cathedral will use some of the grant 
to improve its online presence and digital 
capabilities, making it more accessible to 
the City of Derby, the County of Derbyshire, 
the Diocese of Derby, its many visitors and a 
wide range of worshippers.
It is one of more than 400 organisations 
across the country to receive a lifesaving 
financial boost from the Government’s 
Culture Recovery Fund to help them through 
the coronavirus pandemic.
445 organisations will share £103 million, 
including Derby Cathedral, to help restart 
vital reconstruction work and maintenance 
on cherished heritage sites, keeping venues 
open and supporting those working in the 
sector.



Archdeacon Christopher writes...

A good month for 
saints...
November is a good month for saints.  It 
starts with All Saints Day and has a generous 
smattering of commemorations during the rest 
of the month.  Among them is one of the more 
recent additions to the Anglican calendar, 
William Temple, whom we remember on 6 
November.
William Temple was probably the nearest an 
Archbishop of Canterbury came to being a 
household name in the twentieth century – or 
since.  He was archbishop for only two years, 
between 1942 and 1944, but his career to that 
point had been remarkable in its range and 
effectiveness.  Described by a contemporary 
as ‘by far the greatest Englishman of his day’, 
Temple combined immense spiritual depth 
with intellectual distinction and a passion 
for social justice; he was one of the thinkers 
behind the creation of the modern Welfare 
State. This happy, humble, affectionate, and 
overweight man seemed to move effortlessly 
through the Church of England, as if to the 
manner born; which he was.  His father had 
been Archbishop of Canterbury and Temple 
had a number of brief appointments, any of 
which might have been seen as the culmina-
tion of anyone else’s career, before becoming 
Bishop of Manchester at the age of forty, 
before moving to York and later Canterbury.  
People looked up to him as a natural leader 
and guide to the nation’s conscience – he was 
helped in this by the advent of radio – and 
they sought to be associated with him.  My 
mother and her sisters all had Temple as one 
of their given names, on the basis of a family 
connection which I have not yet been able to 
rescue from its obscurity.
Temple made a brief stay with us in  
Derbyshire, as Headmaster of Repton School 
between 1910 and 1914.  He wasn’t  
particularly suited to the job and was relieved 
to leave it, to be succeeded by Geoffrey  
Fisher, who was later to follow him at  
Canterbury. While at Repton, Temple was 

developing his philosophical and theological 
position.  Something he wrote at the time, 
in an obscure footnote, has remained in my 
mind:
The earth will in all probability be habitable 
for myriads of years yet.  If Christianity is the 
final religion, the Church is still in its infancy. 
Two thousand years are but as two days.  The 
appeal to the ‘primitive Church’ is misleading; 
we are the primitive Church.
‘We are the primitive Church.’ What if the 
challenges we experience at the moment are 
the growing pains of a new creation rather 
than the death throes of a decaying  
institution?
Another ‘What if’.  What if William Temple had 
not suddenly died in post at the age of 63 and 
had lived to lead the Church of England after 
the Second World War?  His successor,  
Geoffrey Fisher, as he had done at Repton, 
played to his strengths as an administrator, 
revising canon law and restoring the  
structures of the church in a country which 
badly needed familiarity and reassurance after 
the desperate war years.  Might Temple have 
brought reform and rejuvenation, rather than 
restoration?

As we face a time of decision in our diocesan 
life and witness, perhaps we can learn from 
the unifying and generous vision of William 
Temple.
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St Edmund’s Allestree - A Harvest Reflection
Revd Peter Barham reflects on Harvest under Covid restrictions.

Harvest Festival, and we managed two decorated churches (thanks).
We had 35 in one church and 40 in the other, and - unusually - my congregation was larger than 
that of Northern Reader (Northern Reader is Peter’s wife, Julie). We survived not singing “We 
plough the fields and scatter” and everyone seemed to get something out of worship.
Harvest hedgehogs seem appropriate - spikes and all that. We did a food bank run for the Hope 
Centre in Derby - Mike and Shirley had a full car (thank you again).We can accept donations at 
any time in Primrose’s book shed at the vicarage. 

I baptised young Ralph at lunchtime - we moved the flowers first. 
Just six guests allowed. Mum, Dad, Ralph and the four  
Godparents.  I have given up trying to understand the logic of the 
regulations. Lovely young people, a happy little lad, and a pleasure 
to baptise - one of the greatest pleasures of my ministry (in the old 
days I’d have given you a photo, now I need written permission 
first).

Then we had an open air service. It was a sunny  
afternoon and people came with their own seats.
A lot of work for 18 people and it proved why we have 
church buildings. Nice to have good chats with families 
(and others) I haven’t seen for a while. I hope  
everyone got something out of it.

Now I’m shattered. Daft really, Sunday’s are usually 
a lot busier than this! The Prime Minister is right, it is 
going to be a tough winter for all of us. The lovely  
people at Cogito Books supplied me with this 
evening’s entertainment. Just wish I’d got a real fire to 
snuggle in front of.

Follow St Edmund’s Allestree on Facebook

Share your stories with us
As we come to terms with the changing restrictions it can be hard to know how we can 

continue to join our church families to celebrate and worship together. 

We would love to hear your stories and ideas and share with the diocese. 

If you’d like to feature in Our Diocese Together or the E-news 
please email communications@derby.anglican.org including your contact  

information and if possible, photographs to support your story. 
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As summer ends, our thoughts always lean towards Remembrance. In recent years, the 
churches in Derbyshire have excelled in their efforts to keep the memories of the fallen alive, 
those to whom we all owe a huge debt of gratitude. In 2020, many hoped the pandemic would 
be a distant memory by Remembrance Sunday and that we would be able to commemorate and 
remember in our usual ways, however sadly this won’t be the case. This year, many churches 
will be holding their Remembrance service online or to a smaller congregation either inside or 
outside the church. The Diocese of Derby worship resilience group have shared some great 
ideas for how you can commemorate Remembrance:
 
•  Remembrance Services 
•  Lay poppies/ wreaths on  
   memorials during week of  
   Remembrance. 
•  Place poppies in windows for a  
   memorial display.  
•  Light a candle in a window at  
   11am on 11 November.
•  Watch the national service  
   from the Cenotaph, hosted by  
   the British Legion, on BBC1.

More resources are available on 
both the Church of England and Diocese of Derby websites.

Derby City Remembrance Ceremony
The Derby City Remembrance ceremony will be filmed in the Cathedral and live streamed on 
Sunday, 8 November 2020 at 10.45am.

National CofE Remembrance Sunday online service
This online service will be available on the Church of England website. It will be led by military 
chaplains and pays tribute to all those who have served and continue to serve in the Armed 
Forces. it will also give thanks for the families and others who provide care and support.  

Captain Sir Tom Moore is one of the heroes of 2020. The War Veteran was unheard of this time 
last year and now he is known all over the world. His life story is one of love, strength and  
optimism amidst all the challenges that he has faced. When he talks of the war, like other  
veterans, he won’t accept that he is a hero rather that those who didn’t return were the heroes. 

“We’ve fought so many battles and we’ve always won, and we’re going to win again. 
Please remember that tomorrow is a good day, and we will get through it in the end”.
Captain Sir Tom Moore

This year, more than ever before, we should commemorate Remembrance and proudly say “We 
WILL remember them”. 

They shall grow not old, as we who 
are left grow old...
(From ‘For the Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon)

A prayer for Remembrance

Loving God,
Thank you for all those who have shaped our lives,
but whom we no longer see.
Help us to remember them well,
and trust that they are
at peace with you.
Amen
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Ordinations 2020
Bishop Libby has ordained eight new deacons and nine priests in the Diocese of Derby, at Derby 
Cathedral.

The socially distanced services took place over the weekend - ordinations were delayed this year 
because of the Covid-19 restrictions.

There were three ordination services on each of the two days with each candidate able to invite a 
limited number of guests, plus their training incumbents.

Speaking to the new priests and deacons at the start of each service, Bishop Libby said: “This 
may not be the service you envisaged when you first considered ordination, but this is how God 
has called you in this time.”

And in his sermon to the new priests, the Dean of Derby, Peter Robinson, said: “God has the  
power to change the human heart through the death and resurrection of Jesus, so as we are 
called by God to lead in a time of fear and towards an unknown future our task as the church 
is to go through Covid-19, not to imagine that we can go around it and embrace a false hope of  
returning to what we recall as ‘normal’.”

More photographs are available on the diocesan website, www.derby.anglican.org



77

Please pray for our new  
deacons:

Rachael Brookes 
Littleover and Blagreaves

Catrin Hubbard
Buxton with Burbage and King 
Sterndale Team Ministry

Nicola McNally 
Tideswell

Sharon Murphy
Derwent Oak, Derby

Malcolm Pyatt 
Brimington

Kate Smedley 
Spondon

Sandra Till
Alvaston 

Alan Winfield  
Melbourne, Ticknall, Smisby 
and Stanton-by-Bridge

and our new priests

Sally-Anne Beecham,  
Rhoda Blackwell,  
Brenda Jackson,  
Elaine Jones,  
Dawn Knight,  
James Milwain,  
Jenn Newman,  
John Spreadborough and 
Anthony Till.  
Will Eley was ordained priest 
by the Bishop of Maidstone 
in a separate service on 11 
October.
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Preparing for Advent and Christmas 2020: 
Comfort and Joy
Comfort and Joy is the Church of England’s 2020 Christmas  
campaign. Taking inspiration from a traditional carol service, 
it features daily reflections for the Christmas season from Kate 
Bottley, Jonathan Bryan, Bob Chilcot, Martha Collison, Stephen 
Cottrell, Guli Francis-Dehqani, Chine McDonald, Sally Phillips 
and Justin Welby.

Beginning on Christmas Day and ending on 2 January, each day 
explores a Bible reading and a familiar carol, encouraging us 
to look with fresh eyes at how the timeless truth of Christmas 
might shape our lives in these extraordinary times and inviting us 
to hear again the message of the angels - good news of God’s  
unfailing love for a world that is weary and hurting. Churches all 
over the country will be marking Advent and Christmas in both new 
and familiar ways, both in person and online. Find out more about 
the campaign, access online services, download the free app  
featuring audio versions of all the featured carols at 
www.churchofengland.org/comfortandjoy

A year ago, throughout October 2019, Derby 
Cathedral hosted the Knife Angel.
In the four weeks it stood outside the  
cathedral, more than 200,000 people visited, 
130 volunteers were trained and gave up their 
time to inform visitors of the danger of  
carrying a knife and 23 special educational 
events were held to discuss knife crime.
Rachel Morris, Diocesan Secretary & Derby 
Cathedral Chapter Steward, Chief Executive 
Diocesan Board of Finance, said: “Derby 
Cathedral was humbled and honoured to host 
the Knife Angel in Derby.
“The perseverance and hard work of key 
partners, generous sponsors and wonderful 
volunteers brought the project together in a 
way which benefited the many thousands of 
visitors who experienced and were affected 
by the statue. 
“The educational and public events enabled 
the successful delivery of the key outcomes 
to educate and raise public awareness of the 
horrors of knife and violent crime. 
“We are very grateful to every individual 
involved, and keen to support the ongoing 
legacy of the Knife Angel in Derby.”
Superintendent Sarah McAughtrie, from  

Derbyshire police, said: “A year on since the 
visit of the Knife Angel I look back and feel 
really proud of what was achieved during that 
time by all involved, the number of visitors 
was incredible. 
“I have spoken to a number of people that 
attended who said what a real sense of 
emotion they felt, thinking about all the people 
that have lost their lives due to this senseless 
crime. 
“The carrying of knives is still an issue in 
society and as part of the legacy of the knife 
angel’s visit we continue to work tirelessly as 
a police service, with our partners and the 
community, to tackle the problem”.

The Knife Angel - one year on


