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The Diocese of Derby is now supporting a campaign by Christian Aid to give both thanks and a 
donation once they have received the vaccine. 

Donations will be used by Christian Aid to help vulnerable communities around the world access 
soap, food and vital health information in the face of the pandemic. Partners have so far directly 
helped over half a million people in 27 countries including distributing food packages to nearly 
60,000 people struggling to feed their families after losing work during lockdown and the resulting 
economic downturn. 

Bishop Libby partners with 
Christian Aid to encourage  
people to give thanks after jab  



Announcing her support for the initiative, Bishop Libby said: “The vaccine brings with it hope for 
families and communities across the Diocese of Derby, the UK and around the world, and there 
will be many of us who will want to express our gratitude by helping others.
 
“Giving thanks and giving a donation to help those who do not have the benefits that we have, 
and for whom hope may seem all too distant, is a wonderful way of reaching out to others and 
to express a wish to see all God’s people living safely. I hope that people will give generously to 
the work of Christian Aid.

“Every donation, however large or small, will help make a difference and bring hope and love to 
people everywhere, in the spirit of thanksgiving and compassion that Jesus taught us.”
Christian Aid will also support vaccination programmes in countries where it is operating by  
providing data on hard-to-reach populations to local health services and by challenging  
misleading information about the virus and vaccination, as well as any stigma faced by those 
who contract Covid-19.

Christian Aid’s Head of Community Fundraising and Public Engagement, Chine McDonald, said: 
“The coronavirus pandemic has shown us that 
none of us are safe, until all of us are safe. It 
has been amazing to see the speed at which the 
vaccines have been rolled out in the UK – every 
jab in someone’s arm brings us closer to the end 
of Covid-19. 

“But the reality is that richer countries like ours 
are getting more access to vaccines, while the 
poorer countries in which Christian Aid works are 
left at the back of the queue. As a Christian  
organisation, we believe that every person is 
equal in the sight of God and worthy of living 
lives with dignity, equality and justice. 

“We’re delighted to work together with the  
Diocese of Derby to give people an opportunity 
to say thanks and help protect our global  
neighbours while the vaccine is out of reach.”
The appeal launch comes after nearly two thirds 
of people asked in a UK poll agreed that a global 
COVID-19 vaccine programme should be creat-
ed which does not prioritise richer countries over 
poorer ones. 

Sixty-three per cent of respondents to the survey 
commissioned by Christian Aid said they wanted 
to see countries working together to create a 
global COVID-19 vaccine programme that would 
not prioritise developed countries over  
developing countries. Only 11% disagreed.

You can donate to the Diocese of Derby’s appeal 
by visiting https://events.tapsimple.org/page/
christian-aid/giving-thanks-for-our-vaccines-in-
derbyshire



Cromford: World Heritage Site

Tourists flock to nearby Matlock Bath and 
Matlock itself, but let’s not forget Cromford. 
On the north side of the A6 is Cromford Mills, 
part of the UNESCO World Heritage Site. Built 
by Sir Richard Arkwright, this valley changed 
the world in the 18th Century with the growth 
of the British cotton industry. Visit the world’s 
first successful water powered cotton spinning 
mill. Just down the road is St Mary’s Church 
with its unique interior decorated with murals 
added to celebrate the church’s centenary 
and Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee in 1897. 
Just across the road you’ll find the Cromford 
Canal. 

Back in 2019 we published the ‘Derbyshire Bucket List’ in Together magazine, highlighting 
some of the hidden treasures available to explore on our doorstep. Here we revisit the list to 
provide some armchair inspiration for all those trips we’ll take once restrictions are lifted. You 
can see the full list in issue 7 of Together available here
https://issuu.com/togethermagazine/docs/derby_diocese_together_7_online 

What are you most looking forward to doing once restrictions are lifted? We’d love to hear your 
plans - share them with us by email: communications@derby.anglican.org or our facebook 
page facebook.com/dioceseofderby

Doveridge: Robin Hood

Doveridge is not far from Uttoxeter in an area 
that was once part of the mighty Sherwood 
Forest when it used to span Derbyshire 
and parts of Staffordshire. In St Cuthberts’s 
churchyard is an old yew tree - a BIG old yew 
tree! The tree is thought to be around 1400 
years old and legend has it that this is the 
very tree under which Robin Hood married. 
According to a ministrel’s ballard, “Bold Robin 
and a woman called Clorinda (who some think 
was Maid Marion under another name) were 
married under the vast canopy of the great 
yew tree on 15 August, sometime during the 
reign of Henry III”. Robin is said to have been 
born in the nearby Staffordshire village of 
Loxley. 

Exploring Derbyshire



Chesterfield: The Crooked Spire

Instantly recognisable and visible from miles 
around, the Crooked Spire is the parish 
church of Chesterfield. 

When as legend has it, the devil sat on the 
church’s spire, little did he know he would  
create one of the country’s most iconic 
churches, grabbing people’s attention far 
and wide. If the legend were true, then good 
clearly triumphed over evil.  

The slightly less glamorous reality is that 
the Crooked Spire’s distinctive feature was 
caused by the weight of the roof distorting 
its wooden frame, causing the woodwork to 
twist and bend - resulting in the tip of the spire 
being some nine feet off centre. 

Inside visitor’s can enjoy the stained glass, 
carved alter pieces and the elegant archways 
and complexity of its construction. The church 
is largely medieval; the spire was added in 
1362. 

But St Mary and All Saints is much more than 
just a crooked spire. It is Derbyshire’s largest 
parish church with a real sense of community. 
For more information visit 
www.crookedspire.org

Eyam: The Plague Village

Eyam’s place in history was sealed in the 
mid 17th Century when a parcel of cloth was 
sent from London to a local tailor to make 
costumes for Wakes Week. In that cloth were 
fleas - and those fleas carried the plague. 
By Christmas of 1665, 42 villages had died 
and so the rector, William Mompesson, came 
up with a plan to seal off the village - no-one 
was allowed in or out. The cordon prevented 
the disease from spreading, but at a huge 
cost to the village - 260 residents died. The 
church, St Lawrence, now has a stained-glass 
window depicting the story and you can also 
see Plague Cottage, where the first victim, 
George Viccars, died. For more information 
visit eyamvillage.org.uk



Malcolm Macnaughton, 
Bishop-designate of Repton

Early March last year we entered our first 
lockdown. It was to last just three weeks, we 
were told, then things would get better. Little 
did we know. 

And that was it. The last year has baffled us, 
humbled us, and made us realise how little we 
actually know. In so many ways it seemed like 
the end of an age of progress. Pope Francis 
described it as ‘not an era of change, but a 
change of era.’ The achievement of scientists 
round the world in the race to produce safe 
and effective vaccines has been astonishing 
 – but even with all their knowledge, skill, 
and diligence we have had to accept that the 
realm of ‘known unknowns’ let alone ‘unknown 
unknowns’ remains vast. What will this new 
era be like? 

As the church prepares once again to recall 
the suffering and death of Jesus Christ, and 
the glorious resurrection which awaits us at 
Easter, we are bound to think of all we have 
seen this past year.  There is the suffering 
and loss of so many, and the sacrificial love 
and care shown by doctors, nurses, hospital 
cleaners and porters, and key workers of all 
kinds, who have been at the front line fighting 
the pandemic. In the coming spring let there 
be rest, relief, healing, comfort, and fresh 
hope for all.

It is an awesome responsibility and privilege 
to come and work alongside you here in the 
Diocese of Derby at this time. Locally and 
globally we face huge challenges, as we 
begin to emerge from the pandemic. More 

than ever this must be a time for praying and 
learning and journeying on together. 
In Repton House garden we have been 
planting fruit trees. It has seemed a good way 
to begin. Across Derby and Derbyshire, like 
fruit trees, may our churches whether newly 
planted or freshly pruned, produce new buds 
of spring growth. Here in the heart of England 
may we see communities thrive, lives  
transformed, and the world again made new. 
A big ask, perhaps, after such a long winter. 
But why not? For ‘God so loved the world…..’

Malcolm Macnaughton
Bishop-designate of Repton. 

Spring at last! Hopefully by the end of the month at least we shall 
begin to feel some warmth in the sunshine, and sense that, as these 
Lenten days lengthen towards Easter, hope is rising, and the long 
winter truly over and gone.


