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Canon Malcolm’s consecration
Revd Canon Malcolm Macnaughton will be consecrated a Bishop on 
Will be held on Thursday, 28 January 2021. The closed service will 
take place at 3.15pm from Lambeth Palace and will be live-streamed 
onto YouTube.  
Bishop Anthony Poggo will preside and Archbishop Justin Welby will 
preach. Bishop Libby will be attending the service. Canon Malcolm is 
expected to be installed as Bishop of Repton in February. 
Please hold Canon Malcolm, and his wife Pam, in your thoughts 
and prayers for his consecration and installation and his future 
responsibilities and service as the next Bishop of Repton. 

An online quiet morning on 
Shrove Tuesday with Bishop 
Malcolm will launch an exciting 
new series of resources for Lent. 
Weekly online prayer meetings 
will enable people to gather and 
pray together based around a 
different theme.
Additional resources on each 
weekly theme will be available 
on the diocesan website for 
clergy to use within the life of 
their churches and for individuals 
to access and engage with in 
whatever way they choose. 
The resources will be available 
on the diocesan website in 
January.

Spiritual Resources 
for Lent

Discipleship Training
There’s still time to apply for the next intake of our Certificate in Mission and 
Ministry course starting in mid-January 2021. You can also opt to try one module 
to see how you like it! 
The first module is “Called to be the People of God”, led by Revd Gill Turner-
Callis, and explores God’s call to us all and God’s to you as an individual. It consists of 7 online 
sessions plus 3 study days (via Zoom). 
For more info, contact Revd Dawn Glen, the course director by email  -  
dawn.glen@derby.anglican.org or visit www.discipleship-training.org. 

A new book for the new year!
Start 2021 with a new book in your collection.
We have some great books to give-away and entering our 
competition couldn’t be simpler. 
Just send an email to communications@derby.anglican.org 
with the title of the book that you are interested along with 
your name and address.
Winners will be picked at random on Friday, 15 January 
2021 and all books will be posted out by the end of January.

The books we have available are:
• Love is the way – Bishop Michael Curry
• The journey to the Mayflower – Stephen Tomkins
• A theory of everything (that matters) – Alister McGrath
• Quiet times with God devotional – Joyce Meyer

New Year Book Competition



The Dean of Derby writes...

Snow and Creation

As I write this, I am sitting in my office 
overlooking Derby Cathedral’s Tudor tower 
and watching snowflakes descend on to 
the street outside. Looking closely, some 
of them enlarge significantly and appear 
in three dimensions. They then dissolve 
and become Christmas trees and other 
seasonal artifacts. 
This is the cathedral’s winter light show 
projected on to the tower’s west façade. 
The irony is that only yesterday I was 
reading a BBC news report suggesting 
snowy UK winters could become a thing of 
the past, following Met Office research just 
released. By the end of the century, it is 
predicted that there will be no lying winter 
snow, except on the highest of ground.
Can we imagine a winter without any 
snow at all? If carbon emissions continue 
to increase across the planet then global 
heating will continue, and then the loss of 
snow on all but a few mountains will be part 
of our reality.
Here at the cathedral, we have been 
awarded the Bronze Eco-Church award 
thanks to the work of our Justice and 
Peace and the Integrity of Creation group’s 
efforts. We hope to progress towards the 
Silver award during the coming year. In the 
back of all our minds should be the Church 
of England’s commitment to be carbon 
neutral by 2030. We have a decade to plan 
and implement actions to achieve this. 
Becoming recognised as Eco-Church is an 
important step towards the final goal.
As we enter a new year, with all the 
uncertainties of what the future holds in 
terms of meeting together for worship, 
the availability of vaccines, about how 

communities will operate and how we 
may or may not be able to travel, I hope 
that in 2021 our environmental concern 
will deepen and become more integrated 
into our lives as individuals, families, 
communities, and church.
One place that we might start is with our 
experience of responding to Covid-19 
during 2020.  Many communities have 
re-discovered a deep sense of what it is 
to support our neighbours. Jesus said 
that alongside loving God, loving our 
neighbour was one of the two greatest 
commandments which summed up all the 
others.
Pope Francis has recently reflected 
that we need to bring our attitude to the 
environment into relationship with loving 
our neighbours. To love the environment 
is to love our neighbour. To neglect the 
environment, to treat it as simply there to 
be exploited for the use of human beings, 
is not to love our neighbour. Loving God, 
loving our neighbour as ourselves is 
to love, care for and tend the creation. 
Human beings are part of the deeply 
interconnected set of relationships which 
constitute the ecology of creation.
Let us pray for God’s grace in 2021 that 
we may have the wisdom to discern the 
implications of seeing ourselves and 
all humanity as bound up within God’s 
creation. Let’s allow ourselves in this new 
year to discern the deep connections God 
has built into our environment!

Peter 
The Very Revd Dr Peter Robinson
Dean of Derby
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Shirebrook students make new  
church noticeboard
Revd Karen Bradley, vicar of Holy Trinity, Shirebrook, has  praised a group of Year 11 students’ 
handiwork after they built and installed a brand-new noticeboard outside the church door to keep 
her parishioners in the know.

She said that the noticeboard, which was made by students at Shirebrook Academy and 
installed last month, is a “thing of beauty”.

The students took on the task as part of their practical foundation studies, assisted by design 
technology teachers Simon Dosanjh and Simon Langrick, who guided them through the process, 
from building the noticeboard out of wood and then sanding and staining it to give it the finished 
look. They then visited the church to put it into position.

Karen said: “We had a noticeboard installed previously, but it had certainly passed its sell-by-
date and a bit of an eyesore, but the new noticeboard is a thing of beauty and hopefully it will be 
used more than the previous one was.

“I want to thank the students for all their hard work, it was such a wonderful thing for them to do 
for us, a real blessing, and it’s brilliant to see the students discovering how the things they learn 
at school apply to the community.”

Student Thomas, 15, said: “I really enjoyed doing something different for the community and 
helping people out, but it was also cold installing the noticeboard and getting it level was a 
challenge.” 

Claire Armstrong, head of design technology at Shirebrook Academy, said: “It was really nice 
as a department to do something practical and contribute to the community. We’re in the midst 
of really uncertain times, because social distancing rules means we can’t do as much practical 
work as usual, but this project was able to go ahead and allowed us to give something back 
to the parish after they generously donated some bibles to the school’s Philosophy and Ethics 
department.” 

Thomas, design and technology teacher Simon Dosanjh,  
Nathan and Ethan with the new noticeboard they made for  

Holy Trinity Church in Shirebrook.



After 14 years as the Archdeacon of 
Derby, the Venerable Dr Christopher 
Cunliffe bid farewell to the diocese in a 
special Evensong in Derby Cathedral on 
Sunday.
He was joined by members of his family, 
colleagues and friends and the service 
was also streamed online.
In his sermon, Archdeacon Christopher 
said: “Fourteen years ago, standing in 
the pulpit here to preach the sermon 
at my installation service, I looked out 
over a sea of unfamiliar faces, broken 
by the occasional welcome outcrop of 
recognition. 
“Now, in rather different circumstances, I 
feel surrounded and upheld by friends and 

colleagues, even if the encouraging smiles 
are more difficult to determine [because of 
the need to wear face masks]. 
“Thank you for being here, whether 
in person or online and for the 
companionship and patience you, and the 
people you represent, have afforded me 
over the years.”
He was presented with gifts from the 
diocese and the cathedral.
Bishop Libby thanked him for his 
“extraordinary and dedicated service” to 
the Diocese of Derby.
She also recorded one of a series of 
videos, made by colleagues past and 
present, in tribute to Christopher.

Fond Farewells to Fond Farewells to 
Archdeacon ChristopherArchdeacon Christopher



Recollecting his collation as Archdeacon 
of Derby in 2006, Christopher said: “It’s 
the longest time I have been in a job. 
Most (within the Church) are fixed-term 
contracts - but it has given me the time 
to develop relationships which has been 
extremely important.”
And using the words of Jonathan Bailey, a 
former Bishop of Derby, he described the 
diocese as a “diocese at ease with itself”.
He said: “Being an archdeacon is very 
much a behind-the-scenes job. It is hard 
work but you are working with people 
who, if you take time with them, are 
incredibly amenable - they are intensely 
loyal to the parish church.
“The main part of our role is to help clergy 
be equipped for mission. In that respect, 
archdeacons aren’t fathers or mothers 
like some senior clergy - instead we are 
the elder siblings.”
Christopher began his ordained ministry 
in the Diocese of Derby. He was Assistant 
Curate at St Mary and All Saints Church 
in Chesterfield (the Crooked Spire) from 
1983 to 1985. 
He worked alongside his wife, Helen, who 
was also a curate at the church in one of 
the first job-share arrangements in the 
Church of England. 
Christopher and Helen, a former 
archdeacon, have two grown-up sons, 
Edward and Jacob. 
Christopher is a keen historian, with a 
doctorate in the subject and a continuing 
interest in research and writing. 
He also has an interest in African history 
and culture, and until recently was Chair 
of MANNA (Mozambique and Angola 
Anglican Association). 
His association with Africa came about in 
the 1990s when Helen, then as chair of 
USPG, took a sabatical in Zambia - and 
they were both bitten by the African bug.
They also visited Uganda and, in 1991, 
Christopher went to Mozambique through 
the Diocese of London.

Christopher enlisted the help of his grandchildren 
as he was presented with gifts from the diocese and 

Derby Cathedral

A final photograph with Archdeacon Carol

L: Christopher at his installation service
R: with Wife Helen outside Derby Cathedral

A young Christopher Cunliffe with an equally young 
Rowan Williams (former Archbishop of Canterbury



In 1998 he was invited to becom the Chair of MANNA.
Drawing a comparison between the way the Church works there and here, Christopher said: 
“Angola is a country of 24 million people, though only around 150,000 Anglicans. But in 
some repects they are way ahead of us.
“There, they try not to emulate the English model of a diocese - they try to do things differently.
“For example, I remember one parish wanting to rebuild its church and the presentation on 
behalf of the PCC was given by a 15-year-old - many church officers there are in their teens 
or their 20s or 30s.
“It certainly helps give a different perspective on things.”
Christopher and Helen will live in Carmarthenshire, Wales, in the Diocese of St David’s. 
Christopher said: “I don’t speak Welsh even though we have had a house there for ten years. 
“We were also there when the first lockdown was announced earlier this year, so that is 
where we had to spend it.”
In his retirement, Christopher aims to finish a book he started to write a while ago and plans 
to take up fly fishing, something he has “dabbled with” in the past.
He said: “There is much about Derbyshire and the Diocese of Derby I will miss - I have 
always felt at home at the churches I have visited.
“Whilst it is important to pay attention to the organisational and financial aspects, at a parish 
level life goes on and that is where the important work relating to communities and pastoral 
care etc, is done.
“This could actually be a time of significant change for the Diocese of Derby.
“The diocese knows what it is doing and is doing it well.
“Keep up the good work!”

Bishop Libby looks on as Dean Peter Robinson pays tribute to Archdeacon Christopher



All Saints Mackworth - in pictures
After the devasting fire at All Saints Mackworth, there are no words that can replace the damage 

caused so we wanted to take this moment, and this page, to share with you some images of 
after the fire. All from All Saints Mackworth remain in our thoughts and prayers.


