A Guide to Public Worship at St Mark’s Winshill
Coming back to church in these times is not an easy thing, and some
people may feel that it is too soon to return. That is absolutely fine,
and we will look forward to welcoming you when you are ready.
We will continue to produce and distribute the Readings, Reflections
and Notice sheets as we have been doing over the last 3 months.
To help us open safely we ask that you inform the Vicar if you are going to attend
public worship on a Sunday.
Send an email to: vicar@stmarkswinshill.co.uk

Coming to church
We have put in place a number of things that aim to make St Mark’s as
safe as we can so that those who come feel comfortable.
It is still St Mark’s but we have to use the space in a different way.
We have followed the advice that the Government and Church of
England have sent out and will only adjust our current practises when it is
deemed safe to do so.
We are still following the 2 metre social distancing guidance as far as we are able, particularly with
seating in the Pews.

When you arrive
Please enter the Church via the West Door Only. (Main Door)
It is possible that you will arrive at the same time as others, please maintain
social distancing both outside and inside the church.
The church has a one-way system that brings you in the West Door and past the kitchen area
where there is Hand Sanitiser. Please use the Hand Sanitiser on entering.

Once in
In the main space where the pews have been removed you will find:
• The Votive Candle Stand (if you wish to light a candle)
• The Offertory Plate (The plate will not come round)
• A basket to put a card with your name on (see below)
• Service Book.
The Pews are marked with Welcome signs to show where you may sit. These are for individuals
and pairs.
(There will be some chairs also for larger groups/bubbles if required)
Seating is available in the Nave and Side Aisles, the choir is not in use.

The Service
•
•
•
•
•
•

There will be no choir and no singing.
The Worship Leader will conduct the whole service including Readings and Intercessions.
The Offertory Plate will not be passed round, please place your offering on the plate on
entering.
The Service will be conducted in front of the Chancel Steps.
We will not be sharing the Peace physically.
For Holy Communion we will receive the Bread only.

Distribution of the Sacrament
The Priest will stand to one side of the Altar.
That side of the church is asked to come forward following distancing
guidelines.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Please come down the main Aisle
Return via the side Aisle.
If seated in a side Aisle, go to the back and use the Main Aisle to come forward.
There will be a Hand Sanitiser at the front of the main Aisle. Please use before approaching
the Priest.
Please hold out your hands to receive the bread so the Priest can drop it into your hand.
Move to the side slightly to consume before returning to your pew.

After the Service
Please leave your service book in the pew.
At the end of the service we leave by the South door via the Lions Den.
There is hand sanitiser by this door for people to use on leaving.
Outside is the place to chat with friends observing social distancing.

Miscellaneous
Please write your name and phone number on a card and bring with you to place in a basket on
entry to the church. This is our part of the ‘Track and Trace’ policy of the Government. These
cards will be kept for 21 days before disposal.
This will need to happen each week.
If you are uncomfortable with St Mark’s holding your information, please let the Wardens know.

Use of a Service Book
Current advice is that any service book used needs to be quarantined for 48 hours. We are only
planning to use the books on a weekly basis.

Face Masks / Coverings
Face coverings are now mandatory on public transport, shops and in supermarkets.
People are also encouraged to wear face coverings in enclosed public spaces where there are
people they do not normally meet, such as a place of worship.
The Church of England Strongly Advices the wearing of Face Coverings at worship, but it is not
mandatory.
Please bring your own face covering, the church will have a limited supply if required.

How will the distribution of the Sacrament be done safely?
At the giving of Communion, the president receives Communion in both kinds.
The words of distribution (‘The body and blood of Christ’) are spoken to the
congregation, and all who intend to receive say, ‘Amen’.
At the distribution, Holy Communion is administered in silence. The
consecrated wafer will need to be dropped into the hands of communicants

Doors Open
The West and South Door will remain open during the service to increase ventilation.
This means there will be a draught!
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