
Wednesday      20th May 2020      Easter 6..  
 

Collect 
God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the 
power of darkness and brought us into the kingdom 
of your Son: grant, that as by his death he has 
recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in us 
he may raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. 
 

First Reading 
Acts 17.15, 22–18.1 
A reading from Acts 
Those who conducted Paul brought him as far as 
Athens; and after receiving instructions to have 
Silas and Timothy join him as soon as possible, 
they left him. 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and 
said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious 
you are in every way. For as I went through the 
city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the 
inscription, “To an unknown god.” What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you. The God who made the world 
and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, nor is he served by human hands, 
as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of 
their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, so that they would search 
for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one 
of us. For “In him we live and move and have our 
being”; as even some of your own poets have 
said, “For we too are his offspring.” Since we are 
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 
deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image 
formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
While God has overlooked the times of human 
ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a 
day on which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 
and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead.’ 

When they heard of the resurrection of the 
dead, some scoffed; but others said, ‘We will 
hear you again about this.’ At that point Paul left 
them. But some of them joined him and became 
believers, including Dionysius the Areopagite and 
a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 
After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 
 

 Gospel 
John 16.12–15 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John. 
‘I still have many things to say to you, but you 
cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he 
will not speak on his own, but will speak 
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you 
the things that are to come. He will glorify me, 
because he will take what is mine and declare it 
to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this 
reason I said that he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. 

 

Alcuin of York, 804 
Alcuin was descended from a noble 
Northumbrian family. Although the date and 
place of his birth are not known, he was probably 
born in the year 735 in or near York. He entered 
the cathedral school there as a child, continued 
as a Scholar and became Master. In 781, he went 
to Aachen as adviser to Charlemagne on religious 
and educational matters and as Master of the 
Palace School, where he established an 
important library. Although not a monk and only 
in deacon’s orders, in 796 he became Abbot of 
Tours, dying there in the year 804. Alcuin wrote 
poetry, revised the lectionary, compiled a 
sacramentary and was involved in other 
significant liturgical work 
 

Collect 
Merciful God, who gave such grace to your 
servant Alcuin that he served you with singleness 
of heart and loved you above all things: help us, 
whose communion with you has been renewed 
in this sacrament, to forsake all that holds us 
back from following Christ and to grow into his 
likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 


