
 

 

The Unknown God. 

Today, I think it’s probably true to say that for many people in our 
country, God is an Unknown God. This is not something that’s new to 
our age, however, because it was also a situation faced by Saint Paul, 
in Athens, when he made his speech in front of the Areopagus. He 
was speaking to people who had erected an altar with the inscription, 
“to an Unknown God.” The picture opposite shows what the altar 
may have looked like. This one was found on the Palatine Hill of Rome 
in 1820 and it was also dedicated to the unknown God. 

We quite often hear people in our day and age speaking of God and 
even calling on Him for help in times of trouble but many of them 
have little idea about His nature. He is essentially unknown to them. 
The thing is, even though the God we worship is remote and 
consequently unknown to many people, he is not unknowable. We 
know Him through Jesus.  

In many places in the New Testament Jesus is spoken of in terms that 
imply that He is the revelation of God. When we look at the things 
that Jesus said, the things He did and the ways in which He did them, 
we are seeing and hearing what God is like. Jesus reveals God to us 
in such a way that by getting to know Jesus, we are also getting to 
know God. 

In our Gospel reading today, from John’s gospel, Jesus said “all that the Father has is mine.” He says other, similar things 
throughout the New Testament and although He never explicitly says that He is God He, nevertheless, says in many ways 
that He is so close to representing what God is, that we cannot tell the difference. This is why we believe that Jesus reveals 
what God is like. 

This revelation, though, wasn’t a once and for all thing that occurred when Jesus was on the earth. After all, why else would 
He have said “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.” Whilst He was with us, it seems, He 
didn’t tell us everything about God - there is more to come. That further revelation He said, is to be through the Spirit of 
Truth, the Holy Spirit, who will guide us into all the truth. 

Truth, of course, has three aspects and that is something that is recognised by our Law Courts where witnesses are required 
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. The first and last of these three are easy to achieve but the 
middle one can sometimes be difficult because we may not always know the whole truth or be prepared to acknowledge it. 
For us, the words of the Bible speak the truth but when we read them, we can sometimes miss the whole truth in them. The 
role of women in ministry is a good example of this. Down the ages the church has missed the real truth on this matter, and 
it is only in modern times that greater aspects of the real truth in it are slowly being perceived. 

Perceiving part of the Biblical truth is easy. We can do it by simply understanding the Bible literally. When we do that, 
however, although we will know what it says, we might not necessarily know what it means. We will not have perceived its 
whole truth. Jesus still has many things to say to us and we can only hear those things by allowing the Spirit of Truth to guide 
us into them. We all have our own ideas on how we can actually do that, but for me there are two methods I use in my own 
personal search for the truth. Common sense and the scientific method. In applying these two principles I truly believe that 
the Spirit of Truth guides me in my endeavour. What I perceive as truth has to make sense, it mustn’t be illogical, and must 
also not contravene the laws of the universe which have been revealed to us by the scientific method. For me this must be 
the case because surely God wouldn’t allow illogical things to occur and neither would he allow the laws He has built into 
the fabric of His creation to be contravened on some occasions but not on others. If He did, that would be illogical. 

There are many different methods of coming to Biblical truth but whatever way we choose to do it the Spirit of Truth will 
guide us so that the things Jesus still has to say to us will be revealed and we will perceive more of what the Father has. In 
this way our God will become more and better known by us so that we will be better able to play our part in the continuing 
revelation of Him to the world. It is in this way that for more and more people He will cease to be an unknown God. 

Keep safe and keep well. 

Mervyn (15th May 2020.) 


