Wednesd ay

Collect

Almighty and everlasting God,

increase in us your gift of faith

that, forsaking what lies behind

and reaching out to that which is before,
we may run the way of your commandments
and win the crown of everlasting joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

First Reading

Galatians 5.18-end

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh
are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness,
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger,
guarrels, dissensions, factions, envy,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. |
am warning you, as | warned you before: those
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom
of God.

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There
is no law against such things. And those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires. If we live by the
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. Let us
not become conceited, competing against one
another, envying one another.

Gospel

Luke 11.42-46

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.

‘But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint
and rue and herbs of all kinds, and neglect justice
and the love of God; it is these you ought to have
practised, without neglecting the others. Woe to
you Pharisees! For you love to have the seat of
honour in the synagogues and to be greeted with
respect in the market-places. Woe to you! For
you are like unmarked graves, and people walk
over them without realizing it.’

One of the lawyers answered him, ‘Teacher,
when you say these things, you insult us too.’
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And he said, ‘Woe also to you lawyers! For you
load people with burdens hard to bear, and you
yourselves do not lift a finger to ease them.

Additional Collect

We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this
sacred feast: for here we receive you, here the
memory of your passion is renewed, here our
minds are filled with grace, and here a pledge of
future glory is given, when we shall feast at that
table where you reign with all your saints for
ever.

On 13t October we remembered
Edward the Confessor, 1066

Edward was born in 1002, the son of the English
King Ethelred and his Norman wife Emma. Living
in exile during the Danish supremacy, he was
invited back to England in 1042 to become king,
and was heartily welcomed as a descendant of
the old royal line. However, his reign was a
balancing act between the influences of stronger
characters at his court or overseas, sustained by
Edward’s diplomacy and determination.
Edward’s reputation for sanctity was built on his
personal, more than his political, qualities. He
was concerned to maintain peace and justice in
his realm, to avoid foreign wars, and to put his
faith into practice. He was generous to the poor,
hospitable to strangers, but no mere pietist.
Having vowed as a young man to go on
pilgrimage to Rome should his family fortunes
ever be restored, he later felt it irresponsible to
leave his kingdom, and was permitted instead to
found or endow a monastery dedicated to St
Peter. Edward chose the abbey on Thorney
Island, by the river Thames, thus beginning the
royal patronage of Westminster Abbey. He died
on 5 January 1066 and his remains were
translated to a new shrine in the Abbey on 13t
October 1162



